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For more information, contact SA Stud Book on 
051 410 0900 or visit the websites  

www.sastudbook.co.za or www.logix.org.za.

focus

S
A Stud Book is the largest 
registered registering authority 
in South Africa under the 
Animal Improvement Act, 1998 
(Act 62 of 1998). Since its 
founding in 1906, Stud Book 

has been offering registration services 
to several horse breeder societies. The 
first animals recorded in Volume 1 of the 
stud book were Hackney horses. Most 
registered horse breeds in South Africa 
register through SA Stud Book, and only 
two recognised breeds have their own 
registering authorities.

As breeding developed over the 
years, the process of recording and 
registration also changed. We are in an 
information era where everything can 
be done electronically. Stud Book is at 
the forefront of development in making 
these administrative tasks easier and more 
efficient – from the days of the index card 
system, to the current fully computerised 
systems where information can be 
exchanged through the Internet.

The Logix system
SA Stud Book is using the Logix system, 
which is audited every three years by 
the International Committee for Animal 
Recording (ICAR), the accreditation of 
which was renewed in 2016. Logix is 
therefore a world-class system meeting 
international standards.

Until recently, the data processes in the 
equine world was largely paper-driven. It 
was, however, a highly ineffective process 
and Logix was subsequently adjusted to 
exchange data with breeders on farms via 

the Internet. Births and cancellations can 
be captured electronically, after which 
it immediately becomes available to the 
society’s office. This ensures a quicker, 
more efficient process that requires much 
less effort.

In the past registrations were only 
certificate-driven containing pedigree 
information, but lately there is a lot 
of interest in the recording of animal 
performance in different disciplines. 
Hence SA Stud Book developed a 
show programme that can be used 
by any breed. Show entries can be 
done electronically on Logix and all 
administrative aspects can also be 
handled by Logix. The results can also be 
sent to Logix directly, where it is contained 
in the animal’s records.

Show results can for example be 
processed to determine the genetic merit 

of animals for more accurate selection and 
to make breeding decisions more easily. 
Mainly subjective decisions are currently 
being made regarding the selection and 
mating of animals. 

SA Stud Book hopes that this will 
change in the foreseeable future and 
that the performance of horses will be 
considered when making decisions on 
mating. Logix has a facility that pre-
determines the inbreeding percentage 
of planned matings to ensure that 
inbreeding does not exceed acceptable 
limits. This is especially important in 
breeds with a small gene pool.

The linear classification and 
inspection reports of horses will soon be 
implemented on Logix, presenting the 
user with some handy information. It will 
quantify the functional appearance of 
horses and the information can be used 
to determine which animals should or 
should not be allowed in the breed. The 
information can be used to identify and 
correct visual and functional errors within 
a breed through corrective mating.

The equine passport
The latest equine passport has been 
developed and was recently launched 
in cooperation with the Department of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF). 
This passport is officially accepted for the 
monitoring and control of the movement 
of horses to controlled areas.

SA Stud Book is a significant role-
player in the equine production recording 
industry and plans to extend its future 
services to this industry even further.

SA Stud Book’s services 
to the equine industry

SA Stud Book is using 
the Logix system, 
which is audited 
every three years 

by the International 
Committee for Animal 
Recording (ICAR), the 

accreditation of which 
was renewed in 2016.

The Magic Wand

Contact your Ascendis Animal Health 
representative & herd veterinarian regarding  
Fixed Time Artificial Insemination.

A 50% pregnancy rate on Day 1  
of the breeding season, isn’t only a wish anymore –  
it is the new performance target.

Manufactured by: Syntex S.A. www.syntexar.com
Registration holder: Ascendis Agrimed (Pty) Ltd
Reg. No. 2004/021847/07, 31 Georgian Crescent East, 
Bryanston, Johannesburg, South Africa, 2191 
Tel: 0861 247 463  www.ascendisanimalhealth.com


